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SOCI-001: Introduction to Sociology 
 

 

 
 

 
Instructor: Brian J. McCabe 

Office: Car Barn 209-04 
Email: mccabeb@georgetown.edu 

Course Meeting: Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30 – 10:45 
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday from 11:00 – 12:00 @ MUG (ICC) 
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Course Description: “It can be said that the first wisdom of sociology is this: things are 
not as they seem,” wrote Peter Berger in An Invitation to Sociology.  “People who like to 
avoid shocking discoveries, who prefer to believe that society is just what they were 
taught in Sunday school, who like the safety of the rules … should stay away from 
sociology.  People who feel no temptation before closed doors, who have no curiosity 
about human beings, who are content to admire scenery without wondering about the 
people who live in those houses on the other side of that river, should probably also stay 
away from sociology … And people whose interest is mainly in their own conceptual 
constructions will do just as well to turn to the study of little white mice. Sociology will 
be satisfying, in the long run, only to those who can think of nothing more entrancing 
than to watch men and to understand things human.” 
 
This course is an opportunity to develop your sociological imagination, as C. Wright 
Mills wrote, by exploring the broad set of topics that sociologists study.  It is a chance to 
delve deeply into the social world, thinking critically about the social structures, rules and 
norms that shape our participation in society. Together, we will explore issues of race, 
class and gender in contemporary society – three core categories studied by sociologists.  
We will look at the role of social movements in creating societal change and the way 
power and privilege function in society.  Our course will ask about changing institutions, 
including religious organizations, family structures and the role of the criminal justice 
system.  We will investigate the ways that people develop social networks and form 
communities, and the way technology has reshaped these processes.  
 
Learning Goals:  This course is designed to encourage students to develop their 
sociological imagination.  By the end of the semester, students should be able to: 
 

• Identify the primary set of topics studied by contemporary sociologists, including 
key theories and concepts from the major sub-disciplines of sociology; 
 

• Understand the core methods used by sociologists to study the social world and 
select appropriate methodologies to answer research questions; 

 
• Apply their knowledge of sociology to everyday life by critically analyzing the 

world around them; 
 

• Appreciate the importance of social structures, norms and rules for shaping the 
practices of everyday life. 

 
Course Readings: The three required books for this course are available from the 
Georgetown University Bookstore.  They are also widely available on-line. 
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Edin, Kathryn J. and Luke Shaefer. $2.00 a Day: Living on Almost Nothing in 
America. 
 
Kahn, Shamus. Privilege: The Making of an Adolescent Elite at St. Paul’s School.  
  
Meadow, Tey. Trans Kids: Being Gendered in the Twenty-First Century. 

 
Additional articles listed on the syllabus are available on Canvas. 
 
I have listed a textbook for the course, You May Ask Yourself: An Introduction to 
Thinking Like a Sociologist, which you may find helpful as we learn about sociological 
concepts throughout the course. Most of the concepts from the textbook will find their 
way into the course lectures, but students may also find it helpful to reinforce these 
concepts through a textbook.  Therefore, these textbook chapters are not mandatory 
reading.  On the syllabus, you will find the appropriate chapters from You May Ask 
Yourself that correspond with course lectures. The textbook is on reserve at Lauinger 
Library, and it is available to purchase (or rent) as an e-book.  While the other readings 
listed on the syllabus are required, I encourage you to use the textbook readings to 
supplement course material as needed.  
 
Course Requirements:  Students are required to attend every class and participate 
regularly in classroom discussions.  Students will complete two short written assignments 
applying course concepts to their everyday lives. There is a midterm and final exam. 
 

• Attendance: Students are required to attend every lecture and participate actively 
during classroom discussions.  Students who arrive after attendance has been 
taken will be marked as absent. Students are expected to participate actively 
during class by volunteering to answer questions, engaging regularly in classroom 
discussions and demonstrating engagement with course material.  We will use a 
Socratic method to encourage critical thinking and active participation throughout 
the semester.  Students will lose one point for every class they miss during the 
semester.  Attendance and active participation are worth 25 points. 

 
• Essays:  Each student is required to complete two short essays applying course 

themes to articles they find in popular media.  For each essay, students should 
select a piece of long-form journalism – typically, a magazine article (e.g., 
American Prospect, the Atlantic, New Republic, New Yorker, Harpers, etc.) – and 
write a two-page analysis using their sociological toolkit.  These essays are an 
opportunity for students to apply concepts and ideas developed in the course to 
their everyday lives.  There are no due dates for these essays.  They can be 
handed in any time between October 1 and November 29.  However, you cannot 
hand in two essays on the same days (i.e., you cannot hand in both of your essays 
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on November 29).  Further instructions will be provided before October 1. Each 
paper is worth 10 points for a total of 20 points. 

 
• Midterm and Final Exam:  The midterm exam is worth 25 points.  The final 

exam, which is cumulative, is worth 30 points.  The final exam will take place on 
the date assigned by the Registrar.  Except with the written permission of your 
Dean, there will be no changes to the date of the final exam.  

 
Canvas: I will use the course Canvas page to post articles, link the syllabus, and provide 
the Adobe Slate presentations from class.  Your grades will be posted to Canvas within a 
week of each assignment or exam being submitted.  Additional information, including the 
essay rubrics, will be made available through Canvas.  
 
Electronic Devices: We will not be using laptops during the semester. Cell phones and 
other electronic devices are also prohibited.  Students using cell phones during class will 
be asked to leave for the day. 
 
Plagiarism: Students are required to adhere to the Academic Honor Code, and should 
review the Undergraduate Honor Council statement on plagiarism.  Any student caught 
plagiarizing will automatically receive a failing grade for the course.  
 
How to Read for this Course: This courses uses three recent books and a handful of 
articles written by contemporary sociologists, rather than a traditional textbook, to teach 
sociological concepts.  Because these readings are often dense, they will require you to be 
constantly on the lookout for sociological ideas.  As a result, I will encourage you to 
develop a reading strategy that enables you to read and think without distraction.  Pick 
out two blocks of time – two or three hours each should be sufficient – devoted 
exclusively to reading for this course.  Use the rest of that time to summarize the readings 
and draw out sociological themes relevant to the course.  
 
Office Hours: Office hours are an opportunity for me to meet you, and for you to meet 
me.  Students often think they need a reason to come to office hours – a problem with the 
course, a question about the reading, etc.  In this course (and in your college career more 
generally), I want you to think differently about office hours.  Come tell me about what 
you’re interested in studying.  Ask me about my research.  Share your experiences of 
Georgetown, or tell me ways that you’ve been engaging with course material.  And, of 
course, if you have questions about the course, or you want to clarify the lectures or 
readings, then you’re welcome to come to office hours.  To pass the course, I will expect 
every student to come by my office hours at least once during the semester.  
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Course Schedule:  
 
August 30: Introduction: Who Are Sociologists, and What Do We Study? 
 
September 4: The Sociological Imagination 
 

Read:  Mills, C. Wright. 1959. “The Promise,” in The Sociological Imagination.  
 
Read: You May Ask Yourself – Chapter 1 

 
September 6: Research & Methods: How Do We Know What We Know? 
 

Read: Becker, Howard. “Concepts,” in Tricks of the Trade: How to Think About  
Your Research While You’re Doing It.”  

  
Read: You May Ask Yourself – Chapter 2  

 
September 11: Research & Methods: How Do We Know What We Know? 
 
  Read: Quadlin, Natasha. “The Mark of a Woman’s Record: Gender and  

Academic Performance in Hiring.” American Sociological Review.   
 
September 13: Social Structures  
 

Read:  Kahn, Shamus. Privilege: The Making of an Adolescent Elite at St. Paul’s 
School, Introduction and Ch. 1. 

 
September 18: Socialization, Roles & Rituals 
 

Read:  Kahn, Shamus. Privilege: The Making of an Adolescent Elite at St. Paul’s 
School, Ch. 2 and Ch. 3.  

 
 Read: You May Ask Yourself – Chapter 4  
 
September 20: Culture and the Performance of Privilege 
 

Read:  Kahn, Shamus.  Privilege: The Making of an Adolescent Elite at St. Paul’s 
School, Ch. 4.  
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Read: You May Ask Yourself – Chapter 3 
 
September 25: No Class – Professor McCabe will be at the National Recreation and Park  

Association (NRPA) Conference in Indianapolis. 
 
September 27: Sociology of Education 
 

Read:  Kahn, Shamus.  Privilege: The Making of an Adolescent Elite at St. Paul’s 
School, Ch. 5 & Conclusion. 

 
 Read: You May Ask Yourself – Chapter 13  
 
October 2: Cities, Communities & Neighborhoods 
 

Read:  Klinenberg, Eric. “Denaturalizing Disaster: A social autopsy of the 1995  
Chicago Heat Wave.” Theory & Society.  

 
October 4: Poverty & Inequality 
 

Read:  Edin, Kathryn and Luke Shaefer.  $2.00 a Day: Living on Almost Nothing  
in America. Introduction, Ch. 1 and Ch. 2.  

 
 Read: You May Ask Yourself – Chapter 10 
 
October 9: Poverty & Inequality  
 

Read:  Edin, Kathryn and Luke Shaefer.  $2.00 a Day: Living on Almost Nothing 
in America. Ch. 3 and Ch. 4. 

 
October 11: Stratification & Mobility 
 

Read:  Edin, Kathryn and Luke Shaefer.  $2.00 a Day: Living on Almost Nothing 
in America.  Ch. 5 & Conclusion. 

 
 Read: You May Ask Yourself – Chapter 7 
 
October 16: Social Capital, Networks & Influence 
 

Read:  Cowan, Sarah K. “Secrets and Misperceptions: The Creation of Self-
Fulfilling Illusions.” Sociological Science.  
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Read: Desmond, Matt. “Disposable Ties and the Urban Poor.” American Journal 
of Sociology.  

 
 Read: You May Ask Yourself – Chapter 5 

 
October 18: Race & Ethnicity 
 

Read:  Lee, Jennifer and Frank D. Bean. “Reinventing the Color Line:  
Immigration and America’s New Racial and Ethnic Divide.”  Social 
Forces.   
 

 Read: You May Ask Yourself – Chapter 9 
 
October 23: Race & Ethnicity 
  

Read: Abascal, Maria. “Us and Them: Black-White Relations in the Wake of  
Hispanic Population Growth.” American Sociological Review.  

 
October 25: Midterm 
 
October 30: Crime & the Criminal Justice System 
 

Read:  Goffman, Alice. “On the Run: Wanted Men in a Philadelphia Ghetto.” 
American Sociological Review.   

 
November 1: Deviance & Social Control 
 
 Read: Becker, Howard. “Outsiders” and “Becoming a Marijuana User,” in  

Outsiders: Studies in the Sociology of Deviance. 
 
 Read: You May Ask Yourself – Chapter 6  
 
November 6: Gender & Sexuality 
 

Read:   Meadow, Tey. Trans Kids: Being Gendered in the Twenty-First Century.  
Ch. 1. 

 
 Read: You May Ask Yourself – Chapter 8 
 
November 8: Gender & Sexuality 
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Read:  Meadow, Tey. Trans Kids: Being Gendered in the Twenty-First Century. 
Ch. 2 and Ch. 3. 

 
November 13: Collective Action, Social Movements & Social Change 
 

Read:  Meadow, Tey. Trans Kids: Being Gendered in the Twenty-First Century.  
Ch. 4 and Ch. 5. 

 
 Read: You May Ask Yourself – Chapter 18  
 
November 15: The Family 
 

Read:  Meadow, Tey. Trans Kids: Being Gendered in the Twenty-First Century.  
Ch. 6 and Ch. 7. 

 
 Read:  Jacobs, Jerry and Kathleen Gerson. “Overworked Individuals or  

Overworked Families? Explaining Trends in Work, Leisure and Family 
Time.” Work and Occupations. 

 
 Read: You May Ask Yourself – Chapter 12  
 
November 20: Demography, Immigration & Population Change 
 

Read:   Tran, Van C. “Coming of age in multi-ethnic America: young adults’ 
experience with diversity.” Ethnic and Racial Studies.  

 
November 22: Thanksgiving Recess  
 
November 27: Health & Society  
 

Read:  Read, Jen’nan Ghazal and Bridget K. Gorman. “Gender and Health 
Inequality.” Annual Review of Sociology.  

 
 Read: You May Ask Yourself – Chapter 11  
 
November 29: Topic: TBD (Options: Economic Sociology, Work & Organizations,  

Environmental Sociology, Sociology of Knowledge, Sociology of 
Science) 

 
December 4: Finding Sociology in your Everyday Lives 
 
 Note: While there are no readings for the final week, I will ask you to come to  
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class prepared to share the two articles that you read during the semester.  
You should be ready to tell your classmates about the articles, including 
the course concepts that you used to analyze them.  I will ask you how 
your training as a sociologist helped you to understand, interpret and 
evaluate these forms of popular media. 

 
December 6: Course Review 


